
 



 

CHARTER OF PRINCIPLES 

 

The representatives of the National Technological and Archeological Park of the Colline Metallifere 
Grossetane, of Grosseto Provincial Council, of the Town Councils of Follonica, Gavorrano, Massa Marittima, 
Montieri, Monterotondo Marittimo, Roccastrada, and Scarlino, and of the Mountain Community of the Colline 
Metallifere, gathered in Gavorrano for the final evaluation of the Masterplan of the National Technological and 
Archeological park of the Colline Metallifere Grossetane 

In view of the following: 

- That the National Technological and Archeological Park of the Colline Metallifere Grossetane is pursuing the aim 
of ensuring the salvaging, conservation and development of the environmental, historical, cultural, tecnica, and 
scientific heritage of the assets and sites (numbering 34) identified, under Ministerial Decree 044 (28 February 
2002) by the Minister for the Environment and for Protection of land and Seas, in agreement with the Minister for 
Cultural Assets and Activities and Tuscany Regional Authority, in application Law 388 (23 December 2000); 

- That, to this end, the Park, in agreement with the Superintendencies which have responsibility for these issues 
and for this area, and with the Local Authorities, has the task of looking after and coordinating the following 
activities: 

a) protecting, conserving and developing, in the interests of the environment, culture, science, education and 
tourism, the sites and assets connected with mining activity; 

b) conserving and developing, in museums and archives, the industrial archeology heritage, and the heritage of 
documents, books, and photographs of interest in finding about mining history and culture; 

c) safeguarding and conserving the habitats, cultural landscape, and human values connected to mining; 

d) promoting, backing and developing educational and research in the sectors of history, archeology, science and 
technology; 

e) promoting and backing educational and artistic-cum-cultural activities which are compatible with the values to 
be safeguarded; 

f) promoting cultural and environmental tourism 

- That, in order to rationalize these activities, and create synergy between them in an orderly process of growth for 
the entire area, it has become necessary to create an instrument which surveys the archeo-technological heritage 
still present in the Colline Metallifere, documenting its extraordinary historical, cultural and environmental value, 
and also formulating clear guidelines for its salvaging, protection, and sympathetic development 



- That this research has led to the identification of 37 more sites in the area, sites of great interest, which deserve 
to be protected, safeguarded, and enhanced, attesting thereby to the extraordinary number of archeological and 
historical features in the Colline Metallifere 

And in view of the fact: 

That UNESCO has set up the global network of Geosites/Geoparks, with the aim of protecting and developing the 
technical and scientific, historical and cultural and environmental heritage of the sites where man, ever since his 
origins, and throughout the world, has used geological and mineral resources 

In consideration of the fact: 

That the extraordinary historical-cultural value of the technological and archeological heritage of the Colline 
Metallifere is attested to: 

- by the remains of past industrial activities covering a period of time (from the Etruscans to the contemporary 
age) which places the Colline Metallifere among the territories in Europe with the longest history of mining and 
industrial activity, an activity which has determined its economic, social and cultural history 

- by the surviving structures of more recent industrial activity (mining, iron-working, and geo-thermal power) which 
clearly and unmistakeably document the prime role which the Colline Metallifere area and, thus, the Region of 
Tuscany, have played in the process of industrialization of the national economy over the 20th century 

- by the mining castles, installations and other remains of the former manufacturing activities which go together 
with the natural environment, and with the other historical; features in the local area, to make up a unique Tuscan 
landscape of great originality and appeal, precisely owing to the complex stratification of meanings and esthetic 
values which it is a depositary of 

In view of the fact: 

- That the many abandoned areas of previous mining and industrial activity must be made the subjects of 
reclamation work, to be carried out with special attention to the phenomena of pollution of the underground water 
table, to the stability of underground hollows, to the defense of the soil, and to the reconstitution of the topsoil and 
woodland  

- That in the same areas there is a great heritage of buildings and land relating to industrial archeology which is 
part of environmental and landscape contexts of extraordinary peculiarity and value 

Declare that they adopt the following Principles: 

- The technological and archeological assets identified by the Masterplan constitute a vital cultural heritage, the 
protection of which is a prime objective which is agreed upon by all the local government official entities  

- This heritage also constitutes a useful resource for promoting virtuous processes of local development, founded 
on principles of environmental sustainability and respect for territorial identity 

 

And accordingly commit themselves: 

 

- To harmonizing current and future planning instruments, as much as possible, with the guidelines and positions 
of the Masterplan 

- To taking steps to mitigate, as far as possible, the consequences on the integrity of the sites (and of the assets 
included within them) following reclamation work and the implementation of safety features 

- To establishing the future uses of sites, and of the buildings included within them, in line with their historical, 
cultural, and technological value, so as not to irremediably damage their original character 

- To drawing up an integrated system of communication valid throughout the Park area, helping to spread a 
unified and immediately recognizable image of the Park itself 



- To undertaking joint initiatives – in the sectors of education, research, tourism marketing, multimedia etc – 
compatible with the protected values to promote the broadest possible knowledge of the Park among all sectors 
of the public, and enhancing assets available to cultural tourism 

They also undertake: 

To protect and safeguard the values present in the territory of the Park, with special reference to: 

- the technical and scientific heritage linked to works of art, technology and mining engineering; 

- the industrial archeological heritage of the most representative underground and above-ground structures; 

- the documentary heritage of the works, the sites, the traditions, the skills, and the historical memory of mining 
activities, iron-working, and geo-thermal activities; 

- archeological features and finds, and historical and cultural features and finds, linked to mining activities. 

In view of all of the above, 

The signatories to this CHARTER intend to assert the need to ensure the recognition and promotion of the 
universal values in the Colline Metallifere. 

 

The undersigned also commit themselves collectively, within the remits of the Institutions which they represent, to 
promoting and supporting a collective initiative to successfully ensure that UNESCO includes the National 
Technological and Archeological Park of the Colline Metallifere Grossetane in the Global Network of 
Geosites/Geoparks. 

 

           Gavorrano, 14 December 2007 

 

 

 

Chairman of Technological and Archeological Park of the Colline Metallifere Grossetane 
Hubert CORSI 

 

Chairman of the Colline Metallifere Mountain Community Authority 
Giancarlo ZAGO 

 
Chairman of Grosseto Province 

Lio SCHEGGI 

 

Mayor of Follonica Town Council 
Claudio SARAGOSA 

 

Mayor of Gavorrano Town Council 
Alessandro FABBRIZZI 

 

Mayor of Massa Marittima Town Council 
Lidia BAI 

 

Mayor of Monterotondo M.mo Town Council 
Giorgio Paolo FREQUENTI 

 

Mayor of Montieri Town Council 
Marcello GIUNTINI 

 

Mayor of Roccastrada Town Council 
Leonardo MARRAS 

 

Mayor of Scarlino Town Council 
Maurizio BIZZARRI 

 

 



 



 



 



 


